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WhatisFieldwork?
Itisastudythatinvolvesstudentsusingthelocalenvironmentasalaboratorytoverifywhat
isstudiedinclassroom andreadintextbooks.

Itinvolvesobservation,recording,analysisandinterpretationoftherelationshipbetween
manandphysicalenvironment(geographicaldata).

Fieldworkstudiesareaform ofsocialenquiryintoreal-lifesituations.Fieldresearch
thereforetakesplaceinthe"field"thatisinnaturalsetting,asettingthatisnotestablished
forthepurposeofconductingresearch.

Identifyingthetopicofstudy:
Thetopicmusthavethefollowingcharacteristics:

Shortandprecise.

Emphasize"what"isstudiedand"where"i.e.thenameoftheareaofthestudy.

Researchableandclear.

Haveageographicalrelationship.

Notambiguous.

Examplesinclude:
i) Factorsthatinfluencethegrowthanddevelopmentof"KasenyiFishLandingsite,

NorthernshoresofLakeVictoria"(WakisoDistrict).

ii) "The growth and developmentofKibuliMarketand its influence on the
surroundingareas".

Formulatingtheobjectivesofthestudy:
Theobjectivesshouldhavethefollowingcharacteristics:

Theyshouldbespecific(theyshouldbeclearlystated).

Theyshouldbemeasurablei.e.(canbeevaluated).

Theobjectivesshouldbefocusedandnarrowinscope.

Theyshouldberealistic,thereforeachievable.

Theyshouldbelogicali.e.donotstartwithfutureprospects,startwithlocation,
historicalbackgroundandendwithfutureprospects.

TheyshouldberelatedtothetopicofthestudyBUTtheyshouldnotrepeatthe
topic.

Whatshouldastudentavoidwhenstatingtheobjectives?
Thestudentsshouldavoidusingwordsthatarenormeasurable,forexample:

Toassess.
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Toknow.

Tounderstand.

Tosee.

Toexamineetc.

Therefore,thestudentshoulduseactiveverbsinorderfortheobjectivestobemeasurable
andcorrect.Forinstance:

Tofindout.

Toidentify.

Toinvestigate.

Toestablishetc.

Eachobjectiveshouldalsobearthenameoftheareaofthestudybecauseeachobjectiveis
independentoftheother,forinstance:

TofindoutthelocationofKasenyiFishingLandingsite.

TofindoutthehistoricalbackgroundofKasenyiFishingLandingsite.

TofindouttheconditionsfavouringfishingactivitiesatKasenyiFishingLanding
site.

ToinvestigatetheinfluenceoffishingatKasenyiLandingsiteonthesurrounding
areas.

ToidentifytheproblemsfacedatKasenyiandthepossiblesolutions.

TofindoutthefutureprospectsoffishingatKasenyiFishingLandingsite.

CHOOSINGMETHODSOFDATACOLLETION:
Theselectionofthemethodsofthestudydependsontheinformationtobecollectedand
basicallythenatureoftheareaofthestudy.Therefore,anymethodcanbeselectedifit
meetsthecriteriamentionedabove:
Theyincludethefollowing:

Observation

Interviewing

Questionnairemethod

Recording

Sampling

Maporientation

Measurement

1. OBSERVATIONMETHOD:

Howtopresenttheobservationmethodwhileansweringquestions?
Definition:
Observationisamethodoraprocedurewheretheresearcheruseshiseyestostudythe
differentgeographicalphenomenainthefieldofthestudy.
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Duringthestudywemovedthroughthemarketstallsobservingthedifferenttypesof
commoditiessoldinthemarket.Suchcommoditiesincludedtomatoes,driedfishandmany
others.Wealsomovedtotheraisedlandnorthofthemarkettoobservethegeneralnature
oflandscapeandhumanactivities.Itwasfoundoutthatsouthoftheareaisgentlysloping,
whilethenorthhasflatraisedlandscape.Thesouthernpartwasgenerallyusedfortrading
activitiesasanumberofshopsweresited.

Advantagesofobservationmethod:
Observation providesinformation when othermethodsarenoteffectivefor
instanceinareaswheretherearenopeopletoask.

Itemploysalesstimeconsumingprocedureofsubjectselectioncomparede.g.
sampling.

Observationoffersfirsthandinformationwithoutrelyingonreportsmadeby
otherpeople.

Itapproachesrealityinitsnaturalstructureandstudieseventsastheyevolve.

Itisrelativelycheapanddoesinvolvetheuseofuniquetools.

Limitationsofobservation:
Observationcannotbeemployedwhenlargegroupsorextensiveeventsaretobe
studied.

Observationcannotprovideinformationaboutthepastandfuture,orinstance
observationcannotexplainthehistoricalbackgroundoftheareaneithercanit
explainthefutureprospectsoftheareaofthestudy.

Itisexposedtotheobservers'bias,selectiveperceptionandselectionofmemory
i.e.itissubjectivedependingonthevaluejudgmentoftheobserver.

Observation is also affected by obstructions forinstance tallbuildings or
vegetation,hills,fog,dustandmanyothers.

Howdoyoupresentthelimitationstotheobservationmade?
Explainyouranswerbymentioninghow youwerelimited,whatlimitedyouandwhatyou
wantedtoobserve.
Forinstance:
Observationwaslimitedbyobstructionbythetallbuildingsontheeasternsideofthe
market.ForinstanceKibuliMosque,wecouldnotclearlyobserveothereconomicactivities
takingplaceinthesurroundingareas.

2. INTERVIEWINGMETHOD:

Howtopresentinterviewingmethodwhileansweringquestions:
Definition:
Interviewingisaprocedurewheretheresearcherasksquestionsaboutagiventopicofthe
studyandtherespondentanswers.
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WhileinKibuliMarketoratKasakuTeaPlantation(usetheappropriatenamewhereyour
fieldworkwascarriedout)weinterviewedanumberofmarketvendorsorworkersatthe
plantationusingalistofguidingquestionse.g:

Interviewer:
Brieflyexplainhowthemarketwasstarted?

Interviewee(Mr.Kimansulo):themarketwasstartedbyBugandaBoardandthelandwas
donatedbyMissNakabugowhomanagedthemarketduringitsinitialyearsofdevelopment.

Note:
Youcanuseanyquestionsaslongastheyarerelevanttothetopicandobjectivesofthe
study.

Advantagesofinterviewmethod:
Flexibility;interviewscanbeadjustedtomeetmanydiversesituations.

Highresponserateisgot;thepresenceoftheinterviewergivestheopportunityto
theintervieweetodiscusstheparticipationinthestudy.

Gives the chance to the researcherorstudentto correctmisunderstood
questionsbyrespondentswhilestillinthefield.

Lesspatienceandmotivationareneededto completethanrequiredbythe
questionnairemethod.

Theinterviewmethodhelpsthestudentstointeractwithpeople.

Disadvantagesoftheinterviewmethod:
Interviewsaremorecostlyandtimeconsumingthanothermethods.

Interviewsareaffectedbypossiblebiasassociatedwiththeinterviewer.

Itislesseffectivethanothermethodsespeciallywheresensitiveissuesare
discussed.

Hostilityfrom therespondents.

Languagebarrieri.e.inmostcasesthestudentscannoteasilycommunicatein
locallanguagesandthelocalpeoplecannotunderstandEnglish.

Howtopresentlimitationsofinterviewmethodduringthestudy:
Interviewingwaslimitedbyhostilityfrom theworkersofKasakuTeaEstatewhoinsultedthe
studentswhocouldaskquestionssuchas:howareyougoingtohelpus?Wearetiredof
students.

Interviewingwaslimitedbylanguagebarrier.MostoftheworkersatKasenyiLandingsite
could notcommunicateinanyotherlanguageapartfrom Lugandathatcould notbe
understoodbysomestudents.

3. RECORDINGMETHOD:



GeographyDepartment2018

Recordingisaprocedurewheretheresearcherwritesdowninformationusingstationery
suchasapenandpaper.However,otherdevicescanbeusedtorecorddowninformation
especiallywherewritingdownofinformationisnoteffective.

Advantagesofrecordingmethod:
Studentsareinpositiontokeeppermanentrecordsofinformation.

Informationismoreorganizedwhenrecordedthaninothermethodsofdata
collection.

Wheredrawingsandtabulationsareinvolved,ithelpsstudentstoacquireskills
thataretobeusedatlaterstagesofacademichierarchy.

Itisusedinothermethodsofdatacollection(itactsasalinkbetweenthe
differentmethods).

Limitationstothemethodofrecording:
Itisaffectedbyclimaticconditionsforinstancerecordingonwhitepaperduring
sunnydays.

Thestationerymaybelosteitherhavingbeendestroyedbyforeorstolen.

Stationeryisexpensiveforstudents.

Howdowepresentrecordingmethodwhileansweringquestions?
E.g:
Describehowyouusedthefollowingmethodtocollectdatawhileinthefieldofthestudy.

a) Recording:

- Approach.

- Definewhatrecordingis.

- Explainhowyourecordedtheinformation.

- Giveexamplesoftherecordedinformation.

Forinstanceastudentmayanswerasfollows:
Recording is where the researcherwrites down information as gotfrom the field
ofthe study.During recording,pens,pencils and papers were used to record down
informationasobservedorinterviewedfrom thefieldofthestudy.Werecordeddownthe
problemsfacedbythefishmongersatKasenyiLandingsite,whichincluded;lackofmodern
equipmentstopreservefish,lackofcapitaltobuyequipmentsetc.Wealsousedtablesto
recorddata,forinstancethetypesoffishspeciescaughtandmajormethodsbywhichitis
caught.

AtableshowingfishandthemainmethodsofcatchingfishatKasenyiFishLandingsite:
Fishspecies Methodsoffishing

Tilapia Gillnetting

Nileperch Trawling
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4. MEASUREMENTMETHOD:

Itis a method used to determine the quantityorsize using specialequipments or
instruments.Inotherwords,itisamethodbywhichdistance,areas,heights,weightsand
quantityaregotordetermined.

Shortdistancesovera good teaming can bemeasured with a tapemeasure;longer
distancescanbemeasuredbypacing.

Advantagesofmeasurement:
Themethodgivesfirsthandinformationtothestudents.

Studentsalsolearnskillsandtheusingofsometoolsastheyphysicallycarryout
themeasurementsofdistanceandotherobjectsinthefield.

Limitationsofthemeasurementmethod:
Measurementisaffectedbyinadequatetoolsinmostcasesthetoolsarenor
enoughinorderforeachstudenttohaveherofhisown.

Measurementisaffectedbylackofskillsbystudentstousethetoolsespecially
whereobsoletetoolsareused.

Measurementisaffectedbyphysicalobstructionsforinstancesuddenrain,
steepslope,buildingsandmanyothers.

5. SAMPLINGMETHOD:

Isaprocesswhereaportionorpartofawholeisselectedorusedtorepresentawholein
thestudy.

Advantagesofsampling:
Samplingsavesbothresourcesandtime.Inmanycasesacompletecoverageof
thewholepopulationisnotpossiblebecauseofthelimitedtimeandresources.

Samplingprovidesfirsthandinformationandindetail.Sincetheresearcherhas
enoughtimetogivetoafew people,he/shecanbeaskforotherinformation
relatedtothetopicandobjectivesofthestudy.

Fieldworkstudiesbasedonsamplingarelessdemandingintermsoflabour
requirementsbecausetheyrequireasmallportionofthepopulationintheareas
ofthestudy.

Problemsofsampling:
Lackofcompleterepresentationofthetargetpopulation.Forinstancewhena
fishlandingsiteisvisited,manyoftheinterviewedpeoplemaynotbefish
mongersandthismayresultintogivingofwronginformation.
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Biasinselectioniscommonsinceinmostcasesstudentsonlyinterviewpeople
inthefieldwhoareinterestedintheirstudy.

Thereisatendencyofmissingonimportantsub-groupsespeciallyincases
wheresimplerandom orincidentalsamplingisused;wherestudentsjustgoto
thefieldandaskanyonewhocomestheirway.

Inadequate tools e.g.chemicals especiallywhere testing ofsubstances is
requiredforexampletestingsoilpHorwatersalinity.

6. SKETCHMAPDRAWING:

Asketchmapisalayoutoffeaturesasseenfrom above.Itrepresentsthelocationofthe
areaaswellastherelationshipbetweendifferentgeographicalphenomena.

Likeanyothermap,asketchmapshouldhavethefollowing:
Awellelaboratedtitle.

Frame.

Akey/labelsprinted/writtenonthemap.

Compassdirection.

Physicalfeaturesmustbeshownbynames.

Landusetypesormanmadefeaturesmustbegiven.

Iffieldworkhasbeencarriedoutaroundtheschool,thenameoftheschoolmust
appearonthesketchmape.g.A sketchmapshowingphysicalfeaturesand
humanfeaturesaroundKibuliSecondarySchool.

Stepsfollowedwhiledescribingorexplainingagivenmethod:
Identifythemethod(ifitwasnotgiven).

Defineit.

Explainhowitwasused(bebriefhere).

Giveexamplesfrom thefield(informationgainedwhileusingagivenmethod).

Geographicalsignificanceofthefieldworkstudy:
Inexplaininggeographicalsignificanceofthefieldworkstudyastudentisexpectedtostate
thefindingsofthestudy.Thesignificanceofthefindingsshouldberelatedtothetopicand
objectivesofthestudy;howeverstudentsshouldn'trepeatobjectivesinthesefindings.

Thefindingsshouldbeweighedagainsttheexistinggeographicalfactsontheground/area
ofthestudy.Thesemayberelationshipsbetween:

i) Physicalandphysical.

ii) Physicalandhuman.

iii) Humanandhuman.



GeographyDepartment2018

Forexample:(Physicaltophysical)
ThroughobservationweestablishedthatthegentleslopesnorthofKibuliSecondarySchool
favouredtheaccumulationofdeepfertilesoils.Suchsoilsaredepositedtherebysurface
run-offduringtherainseason.

ThroughobservationweestablishedthatlateriticrockswerefoundonKibuliflattoppedhill
becauseitsanareaofmaximum leachingandsoilerosionexposedmostoftheselateritic
rocks.

ThroughobservationwefoundoutthatMatabaSwampSouthEastofKibuliSecondary
SchoolislocatedinNsambyaValley.

Humanandhumanactivities:
ThroughobservationweestablishedthattheKibuli-MukwanoRoadtothewestofKibuli
SecondarySchoolinfluencedthelocationofMukwanoFactory.Thisenablestransportation
ofrawmaterials,manufacturedgoodsandlabourcheaply.

ThroughobservationweestablishedthattheKibuli-MbogoroadEastofKibuliSecondary
SchoolinfluencedthelocationofKibuliMarketthatoffersgoodsandservicestonearby
settlements.

Physicalandhumanactivities:
ThroughobservationweestablishedthatthegentleslopesandvalleysouthwestofKibuli
SecondarySchoolfavouredsettlementactivitiese.g.teachers'quartersandneighbouring
communitiesarelocatedinthegentleslopesandvalleyarea.

Problemsencounteredduringthefieldworkstudy:
Studentsmaygivetheseproblemsdependingonthemethodsusedduringthefieldwork
studywhilegivingpracticalexamplesfrom thefieldandshouldberelatedtothetopicand
objectivesofthestudy.
Forinstanceifthetopicis:
"AstudyoftheinfluenceofsoilstothegrowthofteaatKasakuTeaEstateinMukono
district".

PROBLEMS:

Questionnaire:

AllquestionnaireswhichwerepostedbyKaanyiJosephgotlostontheway.
Thereforewewerenotabletofindouttheproblemsfacingteafarmingat
Kasaku.

Mr.ZansanzeandMs.Njorogedeliberatelyrefusedtoinform ustheinfluenceof
KasakuTeaEstatetothesurroundingenvironment.

Observation:
This refers to the artofobtaining information from the field bywayofidentifying
geographicalphenomenonusingtheeyes.Theproblemsweestablishedwithitare;we
failedtocollecttheothertypesofcropsgrownontheestate.Thisisbecauseahill
obstructedusfrom seeingthosecrops.
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Recording:
Thisinvolvestheuseofpensandpencilstowritedowninformationanddrawsketchmaps
anddiagramsfrom thefield.Wefailedtorecorddowntheinfluenceofsoiltothegrowthof
teaatKasakubecauseitbeganrainingsoakingourpaperssowecouldnotrecord.

N.B:
Theproblemsstatedshouldbegeographicalandnotpersonalforexamplehunger,gottired,
tooexpensive,boringetc.

FOLLOW UPACTIVITIES/STAGES:

Thisistheactivitydonebytheresearcherwhenheorshecomesfrom thefield.The
followingstepsaretaken:

Analyzinginterpretingandsortingoutdatai.e.sortingouttherelevantdatafrom
irrelevantdata.

Polishingupthefieldsketchessuchascompletionofsketchmaps,panoramas,
linetransectsandfillingupthetables.

Comparinginformationfrom differentgroupsandcomeupwithoneaccurate
information.

Finalreportwritingshowingwhatwasincludedinthereporte.g.thetopic,
objectivesofthestudyetc.

Distributionofcopiesofthereporttostakeholdersi.e.peoplewithauthorityin
theareaofthestudye.g.L.C.Ichairmanoftheareaofthe

END


